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Disclaimer:  Veracity of Articles, News Reports, 
and Advertisements are the sole responsibility 

of the authors. 

 

Do you have articles or news you would like to 
share in 'The Stream'  newsletter? Would you 

like to share 'The Stream' with -your family and 
friends.  Please e-mail us at 
thestreamdswa@gmail.com 

 

 

 
First Apostolic Visit of   

His Holiness 
Moran Mor 

Baselios Marthoma 
Paulose II 

to the  
Chicago Area 

June 28 -July 4 

 
 
 

 
 

"O Death, where is 
your sting? O Hell, 
where is your 
victory? Christ is 
risen, and you are 
overthrown. Christ 
is risen, and the 
demons are fallen. 
Christ is risen, and 
the angels rejoice. 
Christ is risen, and 
life reigns. Christ is 
risen, and not one 
dead remains in the 
grave. For Christ, 
being risen from the 
dead, is become the 
first fruits of those 
who have fallen 
asleep." 
  
from the Paschal 
Sermon of St. John 
Chrysostom  

 

DIOCESAN CLERGY CONFERENCE  
& 

DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY 2016 
 

April 21 - April 23 
 

St. Thomas Orthodox Church, Atlanta 
5720 Lilburn Stone Mountain Rd 

Stone Mountain, Georgia 
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Metropolitan's Column 

Dearly Beloved,  

As we complete the 7th anniversary of the inception of our Diocese, it is important that we remind ourselves to look back and 
reflect upon our past. It is by understanding how we have grown over the last seven years that we can move forward and 
make improvements to better glorify God and serve the faithful. While the South-West American Diocese is young, we 
cannot forget the foundation laid by our elders, priests and bishops who immigrated to the US and Canada and established 
church communities.  We are able to stand firm today because of their hard work and now, we are responsible to continue 
the mission of strengthening the faith passed unto us through the Malankara Orthodox Church amongst not only the 
faithful, but the world. We must work to spread the beauty of our rich church tradition to this land.   

During this season of the Resurrection we must ask ourselves, “What can I do to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and 
build up His Church?”  First and foremost, we need to listen to Him and heed His call.  We must move the focus away from 
ourselves and remind ourselves to serve God and His will in our lives. When we look to the Scriptures, there are two great 
examples for us to use as reflection.  In the Old Testament, we see Abraham being told by God to leave his father’s house to 
a land God would show him (Genesis 12).  In faith, Abraham listened to God and acted accordingly. He left his home and 
selflessly followed, and he invested in God’s call, and he experienced God’s grace and blessing.  Because of Abraham’s 
faithfulness, all generations after him were blessed by his willingness to listen and worked towards what God asked of him. 
The second example shifts our focus from serving God but serving others in His love. Not only must we listen for ourselves, 
but we have a responsibility to provide for each other. This is evident in Christ’s restoration of Peter’s apostolic ministry (St. 
John 21:15-19).  As Jesus questions Peter’s love for Him, and exhorts him to feed His sheep, we see that Jesus is reminding 
Peter that the responsibility of apostleship, at its core, is to love Christ and to love his fellow brothers and sisters.  We are 
given that same responsibility to provide with the same unconditional love expressed in the Gospel.  
 
This year, we will be having our Seventh Annual Diocesan Assembly in Atlanta, GA and looking back, there are many areas 
of growth for us to be proud. Glory to God! The Diocese has taken the lead in implementing the Liturgical Resource 
Development and making English translations of the Sacraments and special feasts of the Church available for the faithful. In 
addition to catering to the needs of the growing generations raised here in North America, this effort is also a commitment to 
witness Christ in the communities we live. Our spiritual organizations have significantly increased in their ability to reach all 
of the parishes, areas and regions of North America.  Strong units of MGOCSM, Martha Mariam Samajam, Prayer 
Fellowship, Divya Bodhanam, and Sunday School have helped many of our faithful grow in their faith and become active in 
the life of the Church through the many programs initiated by these spiritual organizations.  These include programs such as 
online prayers, bible and faith studies through online and teleconference systems, resource development, and consistent 
family conferences at area, regional, and diocesan levels.  
 
Furthermore, as a Diocese, we have started the initial investments to develop a Diocesan Center by purchasing a 100 acre 
property in Beasley, Texas. This will be an all-encompassing spiritual center for us to grow in Christ’s love and transmit that 
love to our fellow brethren.  We will do this through the discipline of prayer, a commitment to serve, and providing a 
spiritual sanctuary to strengthen all who come and partake of the facilities available at the Diocesan Center. We ask everyone 
to support this effort with their prayers so that our Diocesan Center,“Urshlem”, which is named after the ‘city of peace’ and 
the place our Lord Resurrected and gave his peace, to become a place that spreads God’s peace to all corners of our Diocese. 
 
At the same time, we must look past what we have done and how we can do more to improve these efforts. It Is our goal to 
increase our effectiveness in having an impact on and reaching more of the faithful. Though we have OCYM and FOCUS as 
spiritual organizations for our young adults and young families, we know there is more that we can do to provide resources 
and help to enable them to become more active. In addition to strengthening these two movements, we have wanted to 
provide a strong Department of Pastoral Care and Counseling. It has been an earnest wish since the inception of the Diocese 
and recently, it has taken new steps for the development of the department and its ministry to serve the faithful. That being  
said, we cannot do it alone. We need more of our priests, lay leaders and the faithful to respond to our request for feedback 
and step up to help make these organizations flourish.  We, as a Diocese, can do more in serving those in need within the 
communities we live, which means we have to take up the challenge and tithe our time, talents and resources. 
 

Your shepherd in Christ, 
Alexios Mar Eusebius, Metropolitan 
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Inter- Church Relations  

 

The Office of Inter-Church Relations is an administrative department of the 

Diocese of South-West America. This department is dedicated to facilitating the 

diplomatic coordination of our Diocese along with various religious institutions, 

with special interest being directed to our sister Orthodox Churches. Through 

the continued efforts of this department, multiple ecumenical meetings have 

been successfully coordinated throughout prior years. The most recent event in 

October 2015 enabled our Metropolitan, His Grace Alexios Mar Eusebius, to 

establish rapport with the Coptic Orthodox Church through a meeting with His 

Holiness Pope Tawadros II, Patriarch of Alexandria and all Africa, during His 

Holiness’ apostolic visit to America.   

The vision of this department for the 2016 year is to continue its current efforts 

to build supportive relationships between our diocese and other religious 

institutions in America in an effort to edify both sides through the practice of 

fraternal, Christ-like love. In the past, this Office has focused primarily on 

arranging ecumenical meetings; however, although this is an important aspect 

of this ministry, it does not cater to the needs of the average layperson in our 

Diocese. In order to meet this need while also maintaining the existing 

foundation of this Office, the ministry plan for the current departmental term will be established upon two specific focus 

areas: (1) Ecumenical Relations and (2) Educational Resources.    

 

By God’s grace, the Office of Inter-Church relations will maintain its responsibilities for the coordination of ecumenical 

meetings while working to expand its scope to include the education of the clergy and laypeople in building interfaith 

relationships without compromising one’s identity within the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church. The department seeks to 

encourage open relations between churches through the delegation of our Metropolitan and the empowerment of our 

faithful. At the present, the department is developing resources for clergy which addresses interfaith concerns in parish 

life. Additionally, the department is creating a multimedia series which will focus on edifying the layperson’s identity 

within the Church, equipping them with appropriate tools to share the Orthodox Faith, and encouraging the building of 

interfaith relationships in a loving and non-judgmental manner. 

 

The Office of Inter-Church Relations is currently functioning under the leadership of Rev. Fr. Christopher Mathew as 

Director and Ms. Sangeetha Thomas as Secretary. Please continue to keep this department and its ministry in prayer. 

 

The Office of Inter-Church Relations  
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Glorious Robe of Righteousness 
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SCENES FROM HOLY WEEK 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM AROUND THE DIOCESE 
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Sunday School/MMVS 

DIOCESE OF SOUTH-WEST AMERICA SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 
 

MISSION STATEMENT: To encourage and foster an authentic relationship with God, a fiery love for the Holy Church, 
and a comprehensive ability to defend the Faith through experience, knowledge, discipline and charity.  
 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS (2015-2016) 
• Teachers Training Certification Exam – 01.31.2016  
• Sunday School Final Exam – May/June 2016 
• 12th Grade Diploma Exam – 05.22.2016 OR 06.26.2016  
• Teachers Training Certification Exam – 06.26.2016 
• OVBS – June/July 2016 
• Start of New 2016-2017 Sunday School Year – August/September 2016 
• Centralized Written Competition (CWC) – 10.22.2016 
• Sunday School Day – 12.04.2016 
• Sunday School Midterm Exam – Dec. 2016/Jan. 2017 
 
RECENT UPDATES 
• Collaborated with teachers across the diocese to revise curriculum/syllabus and provide a new set of textbooks for 
the 2015-2016 school year. This was made available as printed books and an electronic version.    
• Offered two dates for the Teachers Training Certification exam to accommodate various schedules and increase 
participation 
• Currently finalizing OVBS material in collaboration with the Northeast American Diocese.  2016 theme is taken from 
Psalm 42:4 (OSB) – “And I will come to the altar of God, to the God who makes glad my youth.” Material expected to 
be released in May 2016 
 
LONG-TERM GOALS 
•Implement quarterly regional events for the Sunday School across the diocese in addition to OVBS to foster 
relationship among teachers and peers while addressing needs of the young 
•Integrate community service projects into the Sunday School year to emphasize the importance of tithing time and 
resources as a Christian 
•Create and release Online Teacher’s Portal to make supplementary teaching resources available for each grade level  
•Shift towards an ongoing Online Teacher’s Training program, similar to the model of continuing education, that will 
provide adequate training for teachers  and equip them to better serve the growing needs of our children 
 
Please email us at sundayschool@ds-wa.org with any questions, comments or concerns. 
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Urshlem Center Chapel Project  

 

 

 

 

 

The Liturgical Resource Development 
Team would like to announce that the 
Shehimo (Book of Common Prayer), 
which includes the seven hours of 
prayer for the seven days of the week, 
has been published. Keep your eyes and 
ears open to upcoming announcements 
through the LRD Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/LiturgicalR
D/)  and from your parish vicars 
regarding how to purchase a copy for 
yourself! 
 
Also, please subscribe to the Liturgical 
Resource Development channel 
on youtube.com for all the hours of the 
Shehimo and other updates! 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/LiturgicalRD/
https://www.facebook.com/LiturgicalRD/
http://youtube.com/
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